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[HUB] ttf«*ll&bTEmr*IKfc, WfflS##© 

^feT-fe-^T, Bf«©»IIHIrtfcW8E*«**E«StifcllI 
ftC^liT. Hul21f 1 EEirr*«©»&»£ifc5e 
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mm&%T'T-&z$mm i KE«©i*fflEfi:#a:. 
i ca2«o*asfi*fc 

T**B*^ 1 tcfBm©ffi$8iB« 

[fiWtiglO] MiEEfi£nfc[II&#^&f£?££ft;fc 
l3»a±i«:Si. JnrfBt»*S©fjgBll:&«£5l£Ttf-2> 

*«S*«r*B*^ l fcE*©««Efe;frJ£. 30 

1 fcE«©*«E«;&ft. 

ffl bT@B{f$n-5I«*JS 1 lcfB*©«$ggB{f 2f j£„ 

[»*«i4] ««*K^LTEm-rafeje>©w«E 
.tt^WKSt)t-r4c:ts^at-r*i»«Efs*j*. 40 

1 5 ] ««&»&LTEflrr*fc*©ffif$HE 
«»»S$tlfc»iMfi©^< tfc lr>©HMlj£gflMf 
fcmRKJECT. ffiE1ff«£ll§IE«-rsfc©H&«& 

*se-r*ct*»«fr*flraEm*ffi. 

[0 0 0 1] 

fs"r*fc»©«*Efi35rffi{cwr-5t>©-e**. 50 
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[0 0 0 2] 

ii^Ti^. cin^©3>^> > >'«, #jxj;fi§fi»is© 

«£5&itl82iff, CATV (Cable Televi 
s i on) ^< h^©«fc 5 &#«g«fi£fflt,> 

Eft^n-SctptcfeoTt^. ClWIt-fcfXTte, SBfS 

*. «£*©■«— t^-eii, ^ft^ft^flMii^iBMfeiim 

©HWibT©«*fff«-*»H*1#«tt, Bat©?*- v 
* HTS«fflI©^-— If («T. mz3-~- tf£W&) ic^ 

is $nxu5. 

[0 0 0 3] 

^Eff-r-5l»^EfI#t>, r-/^ntsbn5 3> 
5 1 >iy*n.— tf«cEftt--5ctt«to. F*3^©.giLjgL 

[0 0 0 4] lot, rt^#^#--x©4>£tv>3> 
^>'y^»-t©«t5&E«-r*^t©«F«©EM^**L 

— <S(C^©.fc'5/j:=i>-x>^/^ga{f $n?5#c«T" 

[0 0 0 5] ZL<Dj:?umMftt>. fif*. n>7=->>.ya 
*©«§^tt, «^.tf***©Eefc4SV»TW4B»«# 
(^J^.«*f^«i#) ©.sft^rL— ^©fij^gg^-f -5 £ 

[0 0 0 6] *J:T#S9iK±Ei|H£flM|!fU fif$$ 
R&LTEfrTSIBfc. 1»««tt#©jSlS]-<»J.-1f©*iJ 

1 isiEmf *iR©»**Ka»wicswt*ia 

[0 0 0 7] 

t>Ttt, WfSS:iS^bTBB«-r«)fcJe)©1»$6ffiff^?i-e 
*-3T, 3rS©«!Mrtfc«SrEHM8*«Effl*nfclHl«[K:*B 
flai2«$g& 1 EBB(rr5«©gg&&£fc3£-r-5 £ 

[0 0 0 8] ±E«/SCJ:ntf. Iff LTlBftT 
*RC 3f)fe©jaiBrt^B9E1»**«E«^aJC«kt)TE 

*a*ft^-ra. fct, flMK*«E«snfc@*K:j:-3 

[0 0 0 9] 

i5£wv>nfficoMm] hit. &&w(Dtif-m&mi&z>Mm 




[0 0 10] CC0^BJ4 J Tffiffl1--5fflH§«. tWAtffiilT 

©j:5fcjft#«*r-r*. rn>^>^j tttEfltrsw 

(^/&1S$g. IftftttFffi. y-A«««L<tt* 

>f>7Cr-^$^5. ("tflSEff* (n>r->U/E 
«#) J tttn>T->y*3.— tfKEfi-r**Sil4f#* 

e#Kn>5r>y n© ijl— y 

3 0 (*-A) J £14. ««»«#^Sn>5r>!y**S 
-feXj <htt, a-fid^aglfif ^ 5 n >r >'y ^#1 
7>1f^->3 >ftj ili. ^— -tf©fiM8Em#^©7* 

[ooii] » i mmmm 

m i n. *»9!©sb i mmmm t uxoit «e«*»*« 
ig/B $ nfcit$BE(i ->x -T- a s^-r -r * - *jwz$> z> . 

t»«Eff:>X:rA2 0 0 (t»«EmSti) tt, ^Jx.tt"3 

-*7h6, y-^;U8. i±iSE10XliMS (BS 
(Broadcasting Satellite), 30 
C S (C ommu nication Satellit 
e) ) SrtfrLT, A 3 0 (CgBif f 3 ->XfiTS 

is (tv) . ^s^ttairt* (5s?3j-) . bus. **, 
y-A, ^stwiB. trnvm. ^v* 

[0 0 12] a-f 3 0l:*^TH. fr— 8 -W > 
*y h 6 fc&irrsfcarotSttHH 6 , A-y^K/io 40 

>tfo.-^2 0 (PC) . f*»481tI^TO*-f 
^18, 7>ft2 2W/t7^77>ft2 6A^, 
t7hhy^7^X14 (STB) !CS^$nx^ 

^^T>t-^-2 6Xtt7>rt2 2f^UT26nt 

[0 0 13] ±$<£lf$E§2ff ->X^A2 0 0t4, ^igflS 

|g# 2 =i yj- >y -Jun-t ? 4 tfirRfeozn >-r >y & 50 




4 

n.— tr"3 0 IcEff &:x— if 3 0«{C&&£fr 
■5fctoCDh5>-y-*^->3 >->X^A 1 h-^> 
■tfi7->3 >->X^A 1 14, 0iJ^tt*Ji(.TlCS5:-r=l>tfi- 
* \Z «t THI $ tit U -5 . 
[0 0 14] 12H, 0 1 CD h7>ifi7 ->a >->XriA 

>+F^->a >->XfA 1 14, WJfibfc«t ? > 

tf^-5'2 it»5. =i>tfjL-^2 us. mmzmm- 

(CPU) ^©{Mg5&^T*#ft:2 l a, ##2 1 a 
tCiRttbttfe^-fX^ggl 3, /JW yV'ri^ 

[0015] 3>tTa.-^2 i»4. mz-temmmmmi*- 

8113mTV>5. £W«fgf2gW*l 5J4. ^J^ 
«*3>/N°^ Xi7 (CD-ROM) 1>7l'*i'^ 

[0 0 16] i3(l E2«3>tTi — ^©f¥iffl^:«a 
«))&:«ri6«**-r^'ny^BIt?**. rj>t?a— ^2 1 

«d«gsg. s$S5. eiftffii 7. f^xi'gii 

RW-^- H 1 1 *«t« o 
[0 0 17] ±ieS)JWgB9t4, #J;U4"ii7Kg!$5. IBI^gB 
1 7, ?^X^^®1 3. ^ffiKfiffil 9igl$nt 
*3 0. $fSL<(45j?-r >-5V >!/f;H7 3SW- 

-hi 1 tss«snT^«. um^9\t. mwfznfc±. 

9i7^MU '£-SJSB#t0tJA«RAM (Ran do 
m Access Memory) ^CDf2[gpB 1 7 SrfP 

[0018] ±IBS7RgB 5 tt. 0!lx.t4C R T (C a t h 
ode Ray Tube) Mlr-f X7"l/-fO^ 

3£®t-&-5. ±gE#-f >^-r yff^n^ X 3 t4. 

V^7XC0J:p^:n>lf a. — 9 2 1 CD^^T-^-So 
[0019] ±E^-7P— K 1 1 (4. >TV 

>^T r A*-rx3tc?F«ti^^«cofeie)[c#-r>7 : --i- > 

y^A*-i-X3©«^D{ca>h!i-^2 1 $»t^fc 

K 1 1 S^-l' >t^^ >^f/HX3 JS^^TttTS; 

[0 0 2 0] h5>"9-*^7 ->a >->7fA 1 it£X±<D£o 
ft^J&T&D, JfctH!4sSfT5i»*E«*j*tt3t»TBI 
1 ~0 3 Sr#!lL^:^6)ia9fr-5. 04(4. &%tm<DW, 

i mmmmt. LT©t»«Efli^ffi»c*^*«^ffi©— 
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*§Bfe?£nte0i|;U£l 0 0 OIhIT&O, fil2fiqiEfi^ 
m«l 0 0 0 OIUTSSt-r-So dCT". h 7 
3>->X^Altt, EfflJkhsW. S£l»PE{IS!cn&tf 
* 2 »*Pffifg^m-?-n-F*UcHJjiT-5gtC, 1 HEftf 

«T3->X;rA-e££„ ±i£©S§l*qiE«gcn&aC 

3 fl&H. h 7 >W ~> 3 > ->X5r£ i fllTtt* 

10 0 2 1] h7>tf^-> 3 >->^?Altt. Ell ©J; 

5ttta»jMf2*3>f>S/7D/W^4i>6. Eft 

*® J: o T n > ? > «y *tn.— *f 3 0 fcE ffi S nfcEfS 
RhSfttA^^f.^ (Xf 7 7STl) . Eft 

S h 7>1f* -> 3 A 1 fcAAt«. E«^S*t 

»££t*©W^tt. «AfiBfJfeoy7h-?x7**EffiU 20 

[0 0 2 2] h7>1f^y 3 >^fAlH f9r£©J5! 

«rt t hu simnmim s nztEiifr h £ # ^ > h l r 

[0 0 2 3] h7>if^-> 3 >->x^Altt. JfSK 

Efe3*lfclHlftiLT©E«Rh (h5>if*^ 3 > 
fi) S*"»hbTlrJ<5. ^ntCcfcO. a-tf3 0tt. 30 
«*.tf±ifi©JHlHli*g©lBE«S: (MISCD (a>Ai/ 
h^-^X^) *-e*nfcm56± #*©«!: 5 fc) £ Si jg 
£?- LTn >^>y S?t#-r* r itf-p 
-h>£© rf»ft»5ftt^ it. *©te^|o. 

[0 0 2 4] h7>1f^-> 3 >«>xerAltt. » 

«lfl#M. IBM. ljBIEJ. ft 

10 0 2 5] h7>^-> 3 » XfAm , ff 

Efefth. ffi«C»^$n*JBi ©^A^esftR^ 

s^** 2 ©^ ^ Tfos^ hxtt> ffi^icia^^n 

*^jS*»6-«J«(H©E«*h?£*i»|.LTt>A^. 
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-If 3 Ofct, C©»giJft«lMP<g©JilttJ|aiHiSfct)©iKE 

[0 0 2 6] ^7>-tfi7-> 3 >->x^Al(i t # 

{£.#{' KSSnsi^fjS («S|^(iiP#A©iJB 2 4P$, & 
^ttSB#jS©ia«&©BHH*) ST©Eff|gch$^i7> 
hLTfefilJ ' -tltC.fcO, a-1f3 0li MxJSBfi 
© 1 IMt 1 l ^MC*W-5«EfS»h £S2|8£ 

4. 

[0 0 2 7] SSfctt, Sv>-tfi^> 3 >->XT-Al 

a. »*Ktt«^fJBf€©«iw**»ffljgL. -t-n^e 
tx©Efaafch <o&VTi&&to\zvii4tiB&mm-t& c 1 t> 

H7>1f^-> 3 >->x^Al«, ±j£© 
«R©ffr£JMm© l -DZn— «fa«eSfcjgj?TS3.fc5 
tcLT&&t,> 0 ctlfcckt). h7>ifi7-> 3 >->x^A 
ltt. ±iB©3S*t:ai>LT, 3>^>^*fLT«^& 

3 0«. S»Sf*©BI^«:3R*igJSJ-r*Ct*tT*.5. 
[0 0 2 8] h^>1f^-> 3 >->7.^A ltt. Eftfth 

i s^Efs^cn ^aiaLfc^*flw-r* Uf5» y 

ST2) _V UTUfcttfttf. ^^«tt^ If^ift; 

^ST4l;^<. 
[0 0 2 9] ifj^bfc^. H5>1tV7-> 3 >~>Xt-A1 

a. E^Kh H« 2 s^E{f mmizmm Ltt&&nm? 

SS3«^i:fts Ufy^STB) . 
[0 0 3 0] CdT, Jgl»^*ontb, ^2*4^* 
1 0 ORiU ^3^*2 0 OPJiT-Si. h7>tf 
^yayyXfAlli, Ef8»h*« 1 0 0 O0*»T» 
tltf 0 R, E^fth«t 1 0 0 0 m&L± 1 0 0 0 0 \si*m 

T^ntfiooR, i o o o omx±T$>n&2 o on 

ftoT. ^7>-9--i7-> 3 >->x^Altt, Bm 
[0 0 3 1] a.— tf 3 Ott, Z<D£?tzVt7£2tltzM-$i 

flt5 " ^>7=->->^-5'«, 3.— tf 3 0 ©.ft^aiK 

*snT»4sn. eftWta-if3 0{cEfli*^«. 
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[0 0 3 2] Z.(D<kot£b7 >~tf # zy b >i/7*^rl± 1 T 

ttLTOi- tf 3 OlcjK»fc^»^lc, ««E«#£ 

T3Z:ta*TS*. 
[0 0 3 3] n-— tf 3 0 tt, EfB»Chrt*4>fc^ 

[0 0 3 4] ^l— tftt, E«Rh#<3l^T^ 

[0 0 3 5] ^nC^D, h7>f^y 3 >y7fAl 20 
[0 0 3 6] h7>^y3>^XrAim 3>t- 

Sn>-7 L >!Vfc*f LTco^W^SI^^fA^ t^5 uijji 
[0 0 3 7] CO<t5a H5>1f^">3 >^>X^ 

K&fi [R] =M [0, l ogh-2 
[0 0 4 1] M [a, b] H\ RlaXttbC 40 

>~>X^A 1 tt, #J;U£Eff85ch^l o OEJTttSB&ffi 
**0R, Effi«h*«l 0 0 0EITttSI&«i**5 OR, S 
mtkhifll 0 0 0 0 @TttSi&«# 1 5 OR. EfSSh 
*1 0 0 0 0 OI3TttK<fe*a*2 5 o n^R^n*. 

[0042] *Kw©»2^js?BiBiCctn«, mi mm 

«S©S-iJ1i9*«©|5g©JfflI-ctt/ e i:< P^ffiW&<£)T\ J: 0 ^tf> 

[0043] m 3mmmm so 
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tt, n.— tf3 0 IC**LT&©±'5&* U y h^^^^o 

&«^5e«BMrtOEmfthtctoT±TT*. tf 

3 0H ^C0a>7 1 ->^(7)^^^^^a]^>c:i:^T 
#£CDT\ n»+f 3 0<Dffim<Da>T>yiz&&vfzVk 

ta*T*S. 

[0 0 3 8] *S§0^co^lHJS^^{cJ:n«, 3>^r> 
y*»*LTE«t"*IRfc, 3f«(D»3Wjrtfczi>T'>U/ 

y*l®E«T£«®R&tt*ft£T*. ffioT, 
>lf ^ y 3 >yX7Al ©EfllfSi: ± -P T*«#Eft 
Sn&lnHBct;:<koT. 3>?>^S: 1 [eIE{It"£;t«>0 

»&«£ftjrr*c:tT, 3>f>:yoEfi« Cttsi* 
fflij (ol— tf3o) <Dmmi>m&i8\zK&2nz>z. 

E««O«^rL-if©¥0»r*«3>5 i > 1 >S 1 EJEffi-T 
*REOKft«fcSft»fcS8fc$nsfl!f«E«*fe*«« 

[0 0 3 9] Sg 2 Hi 



^2H«^<hLTc7) h^>-tf^v-3>vX^Al at 
2 is a > is^t-I* 1 til— 0^*#LfctSBfttlli;tS 
->3 >5>X^A 1 aiC&l^Tte, h^>1f^>3> 
->X-5r A 1 tt»&«<©#JW;frtet UT&KWKR&tt* 

fflbTWWSfri (HT, MSc#JffliP?-S0 . 

[0 0 4 0] h^>1f^S/3 >i/X9-& 1 aTlt #Jx. 
«Em3£h{c*fbT5£ (1) <Bcfc3&BS&fi£ft5rr-5 



. 5] X 1 0 0 • • • (1) 

^3^5£^^tbTC7)h^>1f^^3>i>X^Al bT 
tt, Hl-EI3^45^T»l*Jfi»U8i:UTCDh5>1f 
?ya>yXfA 1 til— OW-^S^UfcfSflffttllUfl! 

issXtj* i tt»*«co»jfai*}5fet UTa»wic»&«* 

[0 0 4 4] h7>f?^3>'>^TAl bTH M 
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SHftSftJJBT*. Coffee** 

H&ttP [PJ] =8 0 0/1 ogh • ■ • (2) [0 04 7]l4iii| 

[0 0 4 5] h7>^y 3 >->XrAl btt. 00*. tf ff§ 4*JSJg<i<h LT© h 5 >1f* -> 3 >->X^A l c T 

Efaftha«l 0 0 0 OBiTttHi^llP^ (2) \zfr «. H 1 ~H 3 fcis^TJB 1 SIlfiJBMSt UTO K5>1f 

*to&r2 OOPJTlSiSft. EfiKhtfl 0 0 0 0 ^/ 3 >yXfAl £ra-©tt#s#LfcttBrttHi;tt 

0««A5ia (2) tfieoT»^*p*«*sg$n*. j*-?***^, aaa^nt3^T©*Kwra. 

Efa&h*tl OOOOHttll 0 0 0 0 0 I5i*«STttBI -> 3 >->X^A 1 c JcfcHTtt. h5>tf*-> 3 > 

£*P*«2 0 0^5 1 6 0RONI. E«»h**l 0 0 ->XfA10il!4*OttlPitj|ft5. h 7 >-y'* -> 3 > 

0 0 0EI£t±l 0 0 0 0 0 OE*«-tf»aSR&«P*tl 6 10 ->X^AlttW&ttOiaW*j*tUTaie»^»fi«$ 

Mft«»tflfffl-r*J:5a:»*T*>fl!tett^. [0 0 4 8] h 5 >lf *-> 3 >->*5\fc 1 c -?tt, 

[0 0 4 6] *«W©«3*J6JgffiKlJ:n«. % 1 SiS ffflfth ic*f LTiC (3. 1) ~ (3. 4) ©J: 5 ft 

^*©«6**58»T?*Sit'&t. ^tlfCJn^T, Eft W*«IP**€r-5IB»*fiJffl-rs. 

Rh©*10t*fcHi^«*«fi<»*SnTt»S©T. + [gel] 

o^h< iooo p=o (a i) 

10O0=sh<10000 P=^-(h-1000) (3.2) 

10000 5 h< 100000 P = 200 (a 3) 

100000<h P = 150 (a 4) 

[0 0 4 9] N5>1f^->3>->X5rAl cfi. H5© [0 0 5 1] fjj 5 MMmm 

.fc"3fc0!l*.HE«»Cha«l 0 0 0 0*T«al^«P^* $ 5 LT© h 5 >if * >a >->X^A 1 d T" 

m (5C (3. 1) . Effl»h*tl 0 0 0@a±l 0 0 0 (i, 01~H3fc4JlriT*lHM»|BibT©H7>-lf 

0E*«Tf4S (3. 2) ffli^HSKioTR^ * -> 3 >->X^A 1 i H-©#*£ttLfc«j?rKHi;« 

P*»ft«Stl, E«*h#l 0 0 0 0@H±1 0 0 0 0 J«^*«^6" Sft*^K^^T©*|JiWr*. 

0EI*»STtt«l^«P*t2 0 0n (5* (3. 3) , SS ^-> 3 »XTAld«UT(i, h5>1f*-> 3 > 
«h#l 0 0 0 0 0®«±Ttt«&«P#l 5 0R (5t 30 1 ©Hi*«©«!|»*«aft«. hr7>^> 3 > 

(3. 4) fcSifcsn*. a (3. 2) fc**HT. ftft ^■S'-AlttH^ttOlWfP^ffitUTaPBfWKBBifeWS 

* ri/4 5j ©*fts-r. ri/3oj t-r* *9wr*aBflPj»*s6fflbT^fc*«. h5>tf*-> 3 > 

i"5fciBS?-e#fcO. ia*©^«t*Si;TajRT**J: ->XtA l dT1iC»Mi;iQiTCffll^$$fflt 

r> ft » ffiT fc Ji S fc* fclg 2 ffcKJgfig t teUft * Kic» £?t 3 . 

[0 0 5 0] *56W©SB4*J6»Jg l; :J;n«, ^l^ig [0 0 5 2] h 5>tf f -> 3 >->X?A 1 dTftt. m 

®»©a»**58#T€r*ttfet, CtltiPAT. ©Pi tiE«fRh»=*H,Ta (4. 1) ~5£ (4. 3) ©<fc? 

*9WtMft«l»i:*a*^to-a-T^5©T, i®i£©3l« *W&«*ft€-r*H»*5pJffl-rs. 

**«W£*£***fc#aftK&«B©Sffl£fT3 :t [ft 2] 

OSh<2000 P = 0 (4. i) 

2000s£h< 12000 P = 2,/ h-2000 (4.2) 

12000:£h P = 200 (4.3) 

[0 0 5 3] h7y^y 3 >yXfAldli 0 6© 0 0 13*»©H»-C, r 2 j ©*ft&f\ 0S*K 

J=o^jAtsE{g»h*i2oooiii-uttsii&ttp*t« r 3j t-r*rt*«aKT€rfco. a*©*a^*si;T 

«■ (a (4. 1) ) , Efefth#2 0 0 0EJ«±l 2 0 ««T*4«k5ft*«T?tAt». 

0 0S*»-Ctta: (4. 2) Oi5&«S(:ioTS4 [0 0 5 4] £fc. h 5 >tf* -> 3 >->XfA 1 d lc* 

«P««ft^$ft. Effi«h*tl 2 0 0 0 \g&±T*\m& V>T, E«tth*f 1 2 0 0 0 m«_bC!>«t 5 fcR&fiWt- 

*p*t 2 oon-^ (4. 3) ) KaasEsna. a fctftss-ctt, m? (a) oj:5i:**^5Sffl 

(4. 2) (C*5^T. Efs»h*«2 0 0 0ISI«± 1 2 0 50 Rh © 2 Seift-S.fc 3 KLTfcJflUU |7 (B) ©<£ 



( 7 ) <&m 2000-115163 

11 12 

XfAlelt 07 (A) ^B7 (B) <D&otefflffltf ^XfA 1 ttR&«©*J»#ffi£ L-TaBWlC«l*«* 
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[Title of the Invention] INFORMATION DISTRIBUTION METHOD 
[Abstract ] 

[Objective] To provide an information distribution method 
for distributing information while charging for use thereof, 
which method automatically reflects the intentions of each 
information provider and the judgment of each user in the fee 
charged for single- time distribution of the information. 
[Means for Solution] An information distribution method for 
distributing information while charging for use thereof, 
characterized in that a fee charged for single- time 
distribution of the information is determined in accordance 
with the number of times the information has been distributed 
within a predetermined period. 
[Claims ] 

[Claim 1] An information distribution method for 
distributing information while charging for use thereof, 
characterized in that 

a fee charged for single-time distribution of said 
information is determined in accordance with the number of 
times said information has been distributed within a 
predetermined period. 

[Claim 2] An information distribution method as described in 
claim 1 , wherein said period is from a predetermined point in 
time to the present. 
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[Claim 3] An information distribution method as described in 
claim 1, wherein said period is a fixed period starting from 
a predetermined point in time. 

[Claim 4] An information distribution method as described in 
claim 1, wherein said period is from an arbitrarily- set point 
in time to the present. 

[Claim 5] An information distribution method as described in 
claim 1, wherein said period is from an arbitrarily-set first 
point in time to an arbitrarily- set second point in time. 

[Claim 6] An information distribution method as described in 
claim 1, wherein said period is a fixed period starting from 
an arbitrarily- set point in time. 

[Claim 7] An information distribution method as described in 
claim 1, wherein said period is a fixed period up to the 
present. 

[Claim 8] An information distribution method as described in 
claim 1, wherein said period is a period ending at an 
arbitrarily- set point in time 

[Claim 9] An information distribution method as described in 
claim 1 , wherein said fee charged for said information is 
increased when said number of times of distribution exceeds a 
preset number. 

[Claim 10] An information distribution method as described 
in claim 1, wherein said fee charged for said information is 
decreased when said number of times of distribution exceeds a 
preset number . 

[Claim 11] An information distribution method as described 
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in claim 1 # wherein said fee charged for said information is 
determined in accordance with a value obtained through 
substitution of said number of times of distribution in a 
preset function. 

[Claim 12] An information distribution method as described 
in claim 1, wherein said information is audio information, 
video information , game information , book information , or a 
combination thereof . 

[Claim 13] An information distribution method as described 
in claim 1, wherein said information is distributed by use of 
wireless communications or wire communications. 
[Claim 14] An information distribution method for 
distributing information while charging for use thereof, 
characterized in that 

a fee charged for single-time distribution of said 
information is determined in a complex manner in accordance 
with the number of times said information has been 
distributed within each of a plurality of preset periods. 
[Claim 15] An information distribution method for 
distributing information while charging for use thereof, 
characterized in that 

a receiving person selects at least one period from a 
plurality of preset periods; and a fee charged for single- 
time distribution of said information is determined in 
accordance with the number of times said information has been 
distributed within the selected period. 
[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
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[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] The present invention relates to an 
information distribution method for distributing information 
while charging for use thereof. 
[0002] 

[Prior Art] In recent years, with development of so-called 
multimedia industries, various types of information 

(hereinafter referred to as contents) have been distributed. 
These contents are distributed by an information distribution 
service (hereinafter referred to as a service) which uses 
wireless communications through use of, for example, a 
communication satellite, or which uses wire communications 
such as CATV (Cable Television) or the Internet. In such a 
service, a predetermined fee is charged for a distributed 
content. In conventional services, music information and 
image information, which are types of audio information and 
video information, respectively, are transmitted in 
predetermined format to a user on a reception side 
(hereinafter simply referred to as a user). 
[0003] 

[Problems to be Solved by the Invention] However, in many 
cases, fees charged for these contents are determined through 
initial setting, irrespective of user needs. In general, 
before using such a service, a user cannot find whether 
distributed contents provide value that justifies the payment. 
Meanwhile, information providers tend to distribute contents 
which are considered to be in great demand, without 
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consideration of the quality of the contents. 
[0004] Accordingly, contents which are of good quality but 
of low demand, and contents from a provider which does not 
have a distribution capacity sufficient for distributing 
contents which are of good quality but of low demand are 
distributed to users less frequently. Even in a situation in 
which such contents are distributed, a user is uncertain as 
to whether such contents provide value that justifies the 
payment . 

[0005] Because of the above-described reality, in 
distribution of music or the like, the intentions of each 
information provider (e.g., copyright owner) and judgment of 
each user are not always reflected in prices, etc., of 
contents . 

[0006] Thus, an object of the present invention is to solve 
the above-described problem and to provide an information 
distribution method for distributing information while 
charging for use thereof, which method automatically reflects 
the intentions of each information provider and the judgment 
of each user in the fee charged for single-time distribution 
of the information . 
[0007] 

[Means for Solving the Problems] In the present invention, 
the above-described object is achieved by an information 
distribution method for distributing information while 
charging for use thereof, characterized in that a fee charged 
for single-time distribution of the information is determined 
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in accordance with the number of times the information has 
been distributed within a predetermined period. 
[0008] According to the above -described configuration, when 
information is distributed with charge, the fee charged for 
single-time distribution of the information is determined in 
accordance with the number of times the information has been 
distributed within a predetermined period. Therefore, the 
charge rate is determined in accordance with the number of 
times of distribution of the information. 
[0009] 

[Embodiments of the Invention] Hereinbelow, embodiments of 
the present invention will be described with reference to the 
accompanying drawings . Since the embodiments , which will be 
described below, are preferred examples of the present 
invention, various technically-preferred limitations are 
added. However, unless otherwise specified, the scope of the 
present invention is not limited to these embodiments. 
[0010] Terms used in the description have the following 
meanings. "Content" refers to contents of information to be 
distributed (audio information, video information, game 
information, book information, or a combination thereof; e.g.. 
music information, image information, game software, 
electronic book information, or a combination thereof). 
"Content data (information)" refers to data of content to be 
distributed. "information distributor (content distributor) 
refers to a company which distributes contents to users; and 
"Information provider (content provider) refers to an entity 
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which provides contents to the information distributor. 
"User 30 (home)" in FIG. 1 represents third parties to which 
contents are distributed from the information provider. 
"Access" refers to user's action for referring to (hearing, 
viewing, etc.) or downloading content from the information 
distributor. "Transaction amount" refers to a value 
indicating frequency at which a user accesses the information 
distributor. 

[ 0011 ] First embodiment : 

FIG. 1 is an image diagram showing an information 
distribution system to which is applied an information 
distribution method according to a first embodiment of the 
present invention. An information distribution system 
(information distribution apparatus) 200 distributes contents 
owned by a content provider 4 and a broadcasting company 2, 
which serve as a content providing company, to a home 30 via, 
for example, the Internet 6, cable 8, ground wave 10, or 
satellite wave (BS (Broadcasting Satellite), CS 
(Communication Satellite)). Examples of contents include 
television program information (TV) , radio broadcasting 
contents (radio), movies, music, games, books, weather 
information, financial information, horse racing information, 
digital pictures and photographs, or a combination thereof. 
Contents are provided to the information distributor from, 
for example, an information provider. 

[0012] At the user 30, connection terminals for establishing 
connection with the cable 8 and the Internet 6 , a personal 
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computer 20 (PC), audio equipment 18 serving as a music 
playback device, an antenna 22, and a parabolic antenna 26 
are connected to a set top box 14 (STB). The set top box 14 
connects these devices together, accumulates a large amount 
of content data transmitted through a signal line (cable 8), 
the parabolic antenna 26, or the antenna 22, and passes the 
information to the equipment and devices provided in the user 
30. 

[0013] The above -described information distribution system 
200 has a transaction system 1 for charging fees to each user 
30 whenever the broadcasting company 2 or the content 
provider 4 distributes predetermined content to the user 30. 
The transaction system 1 is realized by a computer, which 
will be described below. 

[0014] FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing an example of 
the appearance of the transaction system of FIG. 1. The 
transaction system 1 is a computer which can perform high- 
speed processing (may be a so-called personal computer) . As 
described above, the transaction system 1 is a computer 21, 
for example. The computer 21 includes means for grasping the 
status of distribution of contents by an information 
distributor and the status of reception of contents by the 
user 30. The computer 21 includes a main body 21a having a 
control section such as a central processing unit (CPU) or a 
like unit, a disk drive 13 provided in the main body 21a, a 
pointing device 3, a display section 5. and a keyboard 11. 
[0015] The disk drive 13 provided in the computer 21 can 
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read information from, e.g., an information recording medium 
15. Examples of the information recording medium 15 include 
a compact disk (CD-ROM) and a flexible disk (floppy disk). 
[0016] FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the electrical 
configuration of the computer of FIG. 2. The computer 21 
includes a control section 9, the display section 5, a memory 
section 17, the disk drive 13, and an external memory section 
19, and preferably also includes the pointing device 3 and 
the keyboard 11. 

[0017] The control section 9 is connected to the display 
section 5, the memory section 17, the disk drive 13, and the 
external memory section 19, and is preferably connected to 
the pointing device 3 and the keyboard 11. The control 
section 9 controls the above-described individual blocks 
connected thereto. Software is stored in the external memory 
section 19, which is, for example, a hard disk. When 
necessary, the control section 9 executes the software while 
using as a working area the memory section 17, which is, for 
example, RAM (Random Access Memory). 

[0018] The display section 5 is a display unit such as a CRT 
(Cathode -Ray Tube) or a liquid crystal display. The pointing 
device 3 is means for operating the computer 21, such as a 
mouse . 

[0019] The keyboard 11 is an operation section of the 
computer 21 which enables a beginner which is not familiar 
with the pointing device 3 to operate the computer 21 without 
use of the pointing device 3. In the transaction system 1, 
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since distribution of contents is effected automatically, the 
keyboard 11 and the pointing device 3 are not essential in 
ordinary operation. 

[0020] The transaction system 1 has the configuration as 
described above. Next, a method for distributing information 
with charge will be described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 3 . 
FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing an example of a charging method 
used in the information distribution method according to the 
first embodiment of the present invention. In the following 
description, a first reference distribution number n is 
assumed to be 1000, and a second reference distribution 
number m is assumed to be 10000. In the present embodiment, 
the transaction system 1 changes a fee to be charged for 
single-time distribution (in the description, simply referred 
to as a charge rate) when a distribution number (the number 
of times of distribution) h reaches the first reference 
distribution number n and when the number of times of 
distribution h reaches the second reference distribution 
number m. The first reference distribution number n, the 
second reference distribution number m, and first, second, 
and third rates, which will be described later, can be set 
arbitrarily on the transaction system 1 side; and the below 
description is a mere example. 

[0021] The transaction system 1 always counts the 
distribution number h of content which is distributed to the 
user 30 from the broadcasting company 2 or the content 
provider 4 via distribution means, as shown in FIG. 1 (step 
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ST1). Examples of the distribution means includes wireless 
communications such as satellite communications and ground- 
wave communications; wire communications such as cable 
communications and the Internet; and postal delivery. In the 
event that the distribution means is postal delivery, a 
predetermined operator inputs to the transaction system 1 the 
fact that the content to be distributed has been mailed. In 
the event that the distribution means is other than postal 
delivery, a predetermined software program monitors 
distribution of the content and counts the number of times of 
distribution . 

[0022] The transaction system 1 counts the number of times h 
the information has been distributed within a predetermined 
period. Specifically, periods described below can be used as 
the predetermined period. 

[0023] Preferably, the transaction system 1 counts, as a 
distribution number h (transaction amount), the number of 
times the information has been distributed within a period 
from a predetermined point in time to the present, where the 
predetermined point in time is a point in time when the 
distribution of a certain content was started. Thus, before 
obtaining content, the user 30 can judge whether to buy the 
content on the basis of a fee which is charged on the basis 
of the total distribution number (e.g., the total number of 
sales in the case of CDs (compact disks)) in the above- 
described period. The above-described "predetermined point 
in time" is not necessarily the time when the distribution of 
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a certain content was started and may be selected from among 
the beginning of the calendar year, the beginning of the 
business year, the beginning of the month, and the beginning 
of the week . 

[0024] Preferably, the transaction system 1 may count a 
distribution number h within a fixed period (e.g., one hour, 
one day, one week, one month, or one year) starting from the 
predetermined point in time. This enables the user 30 to 
judge, before obtaining content, whether to buy the content, 
with reference to a fee which is charged on the basis of the 
total distribution number per unit period within the above- 
described period (e.g., weekly hit chart or monthly hit 
chart ) . 

[002 5] Preferably, the transaction system 1 may count a 
distribution number h within a period starting from an 
arbitrarily- set point in time and ending at the present, a 
distribution number h within a period starting from a first 
point in time which is arbitrarily set and ending at a 
second point in time which is arbitrarily set , or a fixed 
period starting from an arbitrarily-set point in time. The 
time at which the counting is started is flexibly set at all 
times, for example. This enables the distributor to freely 
change the start time to a desired time, if the predetermined 
point in time is found to be improper. Further, the 
distributor can control the charge rate while setting a 
special period (e.g., bonus sale, Christmas sale, or sales 
campaign). The user 30 can judge, before obtaining content. 
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whether to buy the content, on the basis of, a fee which is 
charged on the basis of the total distribution number per 
unit period within such a special period. 
[0026] Preferably, the transaction system 1 may count a 
distribution number h within a fixed period ending at the 
present or an arbitrarily- set time (e.g., the 24 hours of he 
preceding day, or the immediately preceding Sunday) . This 
enables the user 30 to judge, before obtaining content, 
whether to buy the content , on the basis of a fee which is 
charged on the basis of the total distribution number h in 
the latest week, month, or year. 

[0027] Further, preferably the transaction system 1 has a 
plurality of predetermined periods, and controls the charge 
rate in a complex manner in accordance with respective 
distribution numbers h in the plurality of predetermined 
periods. Moreover, the transaction system 1 may be designed 
to allow a user to freely select one of the above-described 
plurality of predetermined periods. Thus, in addition to the 
above- described effects, the transaction system 1 provides 
another effect that the transaction system 1 can charge for 
use of contents on the basis of various criteria. Further, 
the user 30 can select a charging system that he or she 
prefers . 

[0028] The transaction system 1 judges whether the 
distribution number h has reached the first reference 
distribution number n (step ST2 ) . When the distribution 
number h has not reached the first reference distribution 
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number n, a first rate is selected as a charge rate (step 
ST3). When the distribution number h has reached the first 
reference distribution number n, the transaction system 1 
proceeds to step ST4 , which will be described below. 
[0029] That is, when the distribution number h has reached 
the first reference distribution number n. the transaction 
system 1 judges whether the distribution number h has reached 
the second reference distribution number m (step ST4). When 
the distribution number h has not reached the second 
reference distribution number m, a second rate is selected 
(step ST5). When the distribution number h has reached the 
second reference distribution number m, a third rate is 
selected (step ST6 ) . 

[003 0] Here, it is assumed that the first rate is 0 yen, the 
second rate is 100 yen, and the third rate is 200 yen. In 
this case, the transaction system 1 sets the charge rate to 0 
yen when the distribution number h is less than 1000, to 100 
yen when the distribution number h is at least 1000 but less 
than 10000, and to 200 yen when the distribution number h is 
at least 10000. Therefore, the transaction system 1 can make 
the content free of charge within a period in which the 
distribution number h is relatively small, to thereby 
disclose the content more widely. The transaction system 1 
can gradually increase the charge rate as the distribution 
number h increases . 

[0031] The user 30 obtains charge information, including the 
charge rate determined as described above, and determines 
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whether to download content data, for example. At the time 
of, for example, downloading the content data, the user 30 
obtains from the information provider a key for decrypting a 
cipher with which the content data was encrypted. The 
content data are automatically delivered to the user 30, and 
charging is effected while reflecting the intentions of the 
information user 30 and other factors. 

[0032] The above-described transaction system 1 provides an 
environment suitable for an information provider which is not 
known widely in society (hereinafter simply referred to as 
"unfamous" and which wishes to widely spread content to users 
30, which are third parties. That is, the transaction system 
1 allows the information provider to open the content without 
charge via the information distributor, to thereby allow a 
large number of users 30 to obtain the content easily. 
[0033] That is, during a period in which the distribution 
number h of a content is relatively small, the user 30 cannot 
find the degree of quality of the content, and therefore 
hesitates to pay a fee. Since the content is free, the user 
30 can access the content without any worry. Meanwhile, the 
information provider can provide its content widely to third 
parties . 

[0034] As to content whose distribution number h has 
increased, the user can easily find that the content is 
sufficiently valuable to pay a fee, and therefore can easily 
determine whether to access the content. Meanwhile, when the 
distribution number h reaches the first reference 
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distribution number n, the information provider can achieve 
the initial purpose of introducing the content, and can 
obtain payments corresponding to the value of the content. 
[0035] Thus, the transaction system 1 can provide a new 
service which controls the charging system in order to change 
the fee charged to the user 30 through stepwise control 
depending on whether the distribution number h is large or 
small . 

[0036] Since the transaction system 1 can control price in 
accordance with the transaction amount of each content, the 
content providing service can be performed to follow the 
intentions of the information provider. An unfamous 
information provider can distribute content free of charge to 
thereby enable a wide range of users 30 to access the content, 
and starts charging when the content has gained some degree 
of recognition (when the distribution number h has reached a 
predetermined number). The transaction system 1 allows the 
user 30 to pay a charged fee only for content which surely 
has value sufficient for payment. 

[0037] Moreover, the transaction system 1 can provide an 
incentive to create contents, not only to famous information 
providers widely recognized in society, but also to unfamous 
information providers. The transaction system 1 provides the 
following advantage to the user 30. The charge rate for 
content that the user 30 desires to buy increases and 
decreases depending on the distribution number h within a 
predetermined period. Since the user 30 can know the charge 
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rate of the desired content in advance, the user 30 can 
obtain the desired content after confirming that the charge 
rate matches the value of the desired content . 
[0038] According to the first embodiment of the present 
invention, when content is distributed with charging, the fee 
charged for single-time distribution of the content is 
determined in accordance with the number of times the content 
is distributed within a predetermined period by the 
distribution means. Since the fee charged for single-time 
distribution of the content is determined in accordance with 
the number of times the content is distributed by the 
distribution means of the transaction system 1 , the 
intentions of a distributing side (the broadcasting company 2 
and the content provider 4) and judgment of a receiving side 
(the user 30) are reflected in the charge rate. Accordingly, 
the transaction system 1 can automatically control the 
content charging system in accordance with the transaction 
amount and distribution amount of the respective content. 
Therefore, it is possible to provide an information 
distribution method which enables the intentions of the 
distributor of content and judgment of the user to be 
reflected automatically in the fee charged for single- time 
distribution of the content, when the content is distributed 
with charge . 

[0039] Second embodiment: 

A transaction system la according to a second 
embodiment has the same configuration as the transaction 
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system 1 of the first embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 to 3 , with 
respect to those portions denoted by the same reference 
numerals. Therefore, only portions which differ between the 
first and second embodiments will be described. The 
transaction system la controls the charge rate in a manner 
different from that employed in the transaction system 1. 
Whereas the transaction system 1 employs stepwise control for 
changing stepwise the charge rate, the transaction system la 
uses a function in order to control the charge rate 
(hereinafter called function control). 

[0040] The transaction system la uses function (1) for 
determining a charged fee in accordance with a distribution 
number h . 

Charged fee (yen) = M[0. log h - 2.5] x 100 (1) 
[0041] in the function, M[a, b] represents the larger of a 
and b. The transaction system 1 sets the charged fee to 0 
yen when the distribution number h is less than 100, to 50 
yen when the distribution number h has reached 1000. to 150 
yen when the distribution number h has reached 10000. and to 
250 yen when the distribution number h has reached 100000. 
[0042] The second embodiment of the present invention 
achieves the same effects as those achieved by the first 
embodiment. In addition, since the control for controlling 
the charge rate is not stepwise control but function control, 
the charge rate can be controlled more finely. 
[0043] Third embodiment: 

A transaction system lb according to a third embodiment 
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has the same configuration as the transaction system 1 of the 
first embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 to 3, with respect to those 
portions denoted by the same reference numerals. Therefore, 
only portions which differ between the first and third 
embodiments will be described. The transaction system lb 
controls the charge rate in a manner different from that 
employed in the transaction system 1. Whereas the 
transaction system 1 employs stepwise control for changing 
stepwise the charge rate, the transaction system lb performs 
function control in a manner different from that in the 
second embodiment, in order to control the charge rate. 
[0044] The transaction system lb uses function (2) for 
determining a charged fee P in accordance with a distribution 
number h. 

Charged fee P (yen) = 800/log h (2) 
[0045] Until the distribution number h reaches 10000, the 
transaction system lb sets the charged fee P to 200 yen, 
irrespective of function (2). When the distribution number h 
has reached 10000, the transaction system lb determines the 
charged fee P in accordance with function ( 2 ) . The 
transaction system lb sets the charged fee P to fall within a 
range of 200 to 160 yen when the distribution number h is at 
least 10000 but less than 100000, and within a range of 160 
to 133 yen when the distribution number h is at least 100000 
but less than 1000000. The function control of the 
transaction system lb according to the third embodiment may 
be effected in combination with the function control of the 
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transaction system la according to the second embodiment. 
[0046] The third embodiment of the present invention 
achieves the same effects as those achieved by the first 
embodiment. In addition, since the charged fee is reduced as 
the distribution number h increases, content which has 
sufficiently met public demand (whose number of accesses is 
large) can be distributed to the world more widely. 
[004 7] Fourth embodiment: 

A transaction system lc according to a fourth 
embodiment has the same configuration as the transaction 
system 1 of the first embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 to 3, with 
respect to those portions denoted by the same reference 
numerals. Therefore, only portions which differ between the 
first and fourth embodiments will be described. The 
transaction system lc controls the charge rate in a manner 
different from that employed in the transaction system 1. 
Whereas the transaction system 1 employs stepwise control for 
changing stepwise the charge rate, the transaction system lc 
performs, in addition to stepwise control, function control 
in a manner different from that in the second embodiment, in 
order to control the charge rate. 

[0048] The transaction system lc uses functions (3.1) to 
(3.4) for determining a charged fee in accordance with a 
distribution number h. 

o * h < iooo p = o (3 1} 

1000 * h < 10000 p = (l/45)(h-1000) (3.2) 

10000 <; h < 100000 p = 2 00 (3 . 3) 
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100000 < h 



P 



- 150 



(3.4) 



[0049] As shown in FIG. 5, the transaction system lc sets 
the charged fee P to free (function (3.1)) until the 
distribution number h reaches 1000; to a value determined by 
function (3. 2) when the distribution number h is at least 
1000 but less than 10000; to 200 yen (function (3.3)) when 
the distribution number h is at least 10000 but less than 
100000; and to 150 yen (function (3.4)) when the distribution 
number h becomes greater than 100000. The coefficient in 
function (3.2) is not limited to "1/45." The embodiment may 
be modified such that the coefficient is changed to "1/30" 
through selection, or such that different coefficients are 
selectively used in accordance with past records. 
[0050] The fourth embodiment of the present invention 
achieves the same effects as those achieved by the first 
embodiment. In addition, since stepwise control is combined 
with function control, the charge rate can be controlled 
properly in consideration of past records and results of 
market research . 
[0051] Fifth embodiment: 

A transaction system Id according to a fifth embodiment 
has the same configuration as the transaction system 1 of the 
first embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 to 3, with respect to those 
portions denoted by the same reference numerals. Therefore, 
only portions which differ between the first and fifth 
embodiments will be described. The transaction system Id 
controls the charge rate in a manner different from that 
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employed in the transaction system 1. Whereas the 
transaction system 1 employs stepwise control for changing 
stepwise the charge rate, the transaction system id performs, 
in addition to stepwise control, function control in a manner 
different from that in the second embodiment, in order to 
control the charge rate. 

[0052] The transaction system Id uses functions (4.1) to 
(4.3) for determining a charged fee in accordance with a 
distribution number h. 

0 * h < 2000 p = o (4el) 

2000 * h < 12000 P = 2Vh-2000 ( 4 . 2 ) 

12000 * h P = 200 (4 . 3) 

[0053] As shown in FIG. 6, the transaction system Id sets 
the charged fee P to free (function (4.1)) until the 
distribution number h has reached 2000; to a value determined 
by function (4.2) when the distribution number h is at least 
2000 but less than 12000; and to 200 yen (function (4.3)) 
when the distribution number h becomes 12000 or greater. The 
coefficient in the function used when the distribution number 
h is at least 2000 but less than 12000 is not limited to "2"; 
the embodiment may be modified such that the coefficient is 
changed to "3" through selection, or such that different 
coefficients are selectively used in accordance with past 
records . 

[0054] Further, control performed by the transaction system 
Id may be modified such that, as shown in FIG. 7(A), the 
charged fee changes in accordance with a square of the 
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distribution number h from a certain point to a point where 
the charged fee becomes constant; i.e., when the distribution 
number h becomes 12000 or greater, or such that, as shown in 
FIG. 7(B), the charged fee increases smoothly from a point 
where the distribution number h = 0. Moreover, the 
transaction system Id may be modified to enable selection 
between the control shown in FIG. 7(A) and the control shown 
in FIG. 7(B) . 

[0055] The fifth embodiment of the present invention 
achieves the same effects as those achieved by the first 
embodiment. In addition, as in the case of the fourth 
embodiment , the charge rate can be controlled properly in 
consideration of past records and results of market research. 
[00 56] Sixth embodiment: 

A transaction system le according to a sixth embodiment 
has the same configuration as the transaction system 1 of the 
first embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 to 3, with respect to those 
portions denoted by the same reference numerals. Therefore, 
only portions which differ between the first and sixth 
embodiments will be described. The transaction system le 
controls the charge rate in a manner different from that 
employed in the transaction system 1 . Whereas the 
transaction system 1 employs stepwise control for changing 
stepwise the charge rate, the transaction system le performs, 
in addition to stepwise control, function control in a manner 
different from that in the second embodiment, in order to 
control the charge rate. 
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[0057] The transaction system Id uses functions (5.1) to 
(5.5) for determining a charged fee in accordance with a 
distribution number h. Here, it is assumed that the 
distribution number h is for a period shorter than those used 
in the first through fifth embodiments (for example, one day). 
0 * h < 10 P = h2 (5 1} 

10 s h < 50 P = 100+2(h-10) (5.2) 

50 s h < 150 P = 180+(h-50) (5.3) 

150 s h < 1150 P = 280+0. l(h-150) (5.4) 

1150 S h P - 380 (5. 5) 

[0058] As shown in FIG. 8, the transaction system le sets 
the charged fee P to a value corresponding to the square of 
the distribution number h (function (5.1)) when the 
distribution number h is less than 10; to a value determined 
by function (5.2) when the distribution number h is at least 
10 but less than 50; to a value determined by function (5. 3) 
when the distribution number h is at least 50 but less than 
150; to a value determined by function (5. 4) when the 
distribution number h is at least 150 but less than 1150; and 
to a constant value of 380 yen (function (5.5)) when the 
distribution number h becomes 1150 or greater. 
[0059] The sixth embodiment of the present invention 
achieves the same effects as those achieved by the first 
embodiment, in addition, as in the case of the fourth and 
fifth embodiments, the charge rate can be controlled properly 
in consideration of past records and results of market 
research. 
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[0060] The present invention is not limited to the above- 
described embodiments. In the above -described embodiments, 
the transaction system 1 may reduce a fee charged for content 
when its distribution number h reaches a predetermined number, 
at which money invested for the content has been collected. 
This enables the content to be provided to a more larger 
number of users 30 than would otherwise be the case. Further, 
when the transaction system 1 increases the charged fee with 
the distribution number h per hour, accesses to the content 
to be distributed can be shifted to a time zone where the 
content can be obtained more easily. Accordingly, the 
transaction system 1 can mitigate congestion of a line and 
average the traffic. In the above-described embodiments, 
charged fee P is determined by making use of ranges of values 
for the distribution number h which are divided by 
predetermined reference numbers . However , the ranges of 
values can be set arbitrarily. The transaction system 1 may 
perform the charged-fee determining control through combined 
use of charged-fee controls according to the above-described 
embodiments. For example, the first embodiment may be 
combined with the sixth embodiment. In this case, the 
transaction system 1 determines the charged fee such that a 
cumulative distribution number hi and a distribution number 
per day h2 are equally reflected in the charged fee. The 
transaction system 1 may be configured by means of software, 
which may be recorded on the information recording medium 15 
of FIG. 2. Further, the transaction system 1 may be provided 
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on the information distributor side. 
[0061] 

[Effect of the Invention] As described above, according to 
the present invention, it is possible to provide an 
information distribution method for distributing information 
while charging for use thereof, which method automatically 
reflects the intentions of each information provider and the 
judgment of each user in the fee charged for single-time 
distribution of the information. 
[Brief Description of Drawings] 

[FIG. 1] image diagram showing an information distribution 
system to which is applied an information distribution method 
according to a first embodiment of the present invention. 
[FIG. 2] Perspective view showing an example of the 
appearance of the transaction system 1 of FIG. 1 
[FIG. 3] Block diagram showing the electrical configuration 
of the computer of FIG. 2. 

[FIG. 4] Flowchart showing an example of a charging method 
used in the information distribution method according to the 
first embodiment of the present invention. 

[FIG. 5] Diagram showing an example charged feed according 
to a charging method used in the information distribution 
method according to a fourth embodiment of the present 
invention. 

[FIG. 6] Diagram showing an example charged feed according 
to a charging method used in the information distribution 
method according to a fifth embodiment of the present 
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invention . 

[FIG, 7] Diagrams each showing an example charged feed 
according to a modification of the charging method of FIG. 6. 
[FIG. 8] Diagram showing an example charged feed according 
to a charging method used in the information distribution 
method according to a sixth embodiment of the present 
invention . 

[Description of Reference Numerals] 

1: transaction system (charging apparatus) 

200: information distribution system (information 

distribution apparatus) 
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FIG. 1 

1: TRANSACTION SYSTEM 

2: BROADCASTING COMPANY 

4: CONTENT PROVIDER 

6 : INTERNET 

8 : CABLE 

10: GROUND WAVE 

12: SATELLITE WAVE (BS, CS ) 

18: AUDIO 

22: ANTENNA 

26: PARABOLA ANTENNA 

30: USER (HOME) 

200: INFORMATION DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 

A : CONTENTS 

TV 

RADIO 

MOVIES 

MUSIC 

WEATHER INFORMATION 
FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
HORSE RACING INFORMATION 
DIGITAL PICTURES 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
GAME INFORMATION 
BOOK INFORMATION 
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FIG. 2 

3: POINTING DEVICE 
5: DISPLAY SECTION 
11: KEYBOARD 
13: DISK DRIVE 

15: INFORMATION RECORDING MEDIUM 
21: COMPUTER 
21a: MAIN BODY 

FIG. 3 

3: POINTING DEVICE 

5: DISPLAY SECTION 

9: CONTROL SECTION 

1 1 : KEYBOARD 

13: DISK DRIVE 

17: MEMORY SECTION 

19: EXTERNAL MEMORY SECTION 

FIG. 4 

ST1: COUNT DISTRIBUTION NUMBER h 
ST3: FIRST RATE 
ST 5: SECOND RATE 
ST6: THIRD RATE 
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FIG. 5 

A: DISTRIBUTION NUMBER h 
B: CHARGE RATE P 
C: 100 YEN 
D: 200 YEN 

FIG. 6 

A: DISTRIBUTION NUMBER h 
B: CHARGE RATE P 
C: 100 YEN 
D: 200 YEN 

FIG. 7 

A: DISTRIBUTION NUMBER h 
B: CHARGE RATE P 

FIG. 8 

A: DISTRIBUTION NUMBER h 
B: CHARGE RATE P 



